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Founded. The American-Irish Historical Society was founded on the evening of January 20, 1897, at a meeting
called for that purpose, and held in the Revere House, Boston, Mass. Over forty gentlemen were present. The
Hon. Thomas J. Gargan, of Boston, presided. Thomas Hamilton Murray, then editor of the Daily Sun, Lawrence,
Mass., was secretary of the meeting. The provisional committee that had attended to the preliminary work
included Mr. Murray, just mentioned; Mr. James Jeffrey Roche, editor of the Boston Pilot; Mr. Joseph Smith,
secretary of the police commission, Lowell, Mass.; Mr. Thomas B. Lawler of the publishing house, Ginn
Company, Boston, Mass., and Hon. John C. Linehan, state insurance commissioner. Concord, N. H. Four States -
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island - were represented among those in attendance. Letters
conveying good wishes were received from Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
South Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and the District of Columbia. Objects and Purposes. The
Society is organized for the special study of the Irish element in the composition of the American people; to
investigate and record the influence of this element in the upbuilding of the nation, and to collect and publish
facts relating to and illustrating that influence. People of Irish blood have been coming to this continent
voluntarily and otherwise, since the date of its earliest settlements. While they have been a valuable addition to
colony and republic in all departments of human activity, their work and contributions...
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