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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .the sight, Hendrik Bandicard buys three tickets, the veils are withdrawn,
and the Elevation and Descent from the Cross -burst upon the dazzled sight of our two friends. What a moment
it is! Peter and Paul stand together, crushing each other s hands, breathing hard, flushing and paling, and
flushing again with the intense emotion of artists born, seeing a great picture for the first time. It is on the
Descent from the Cross, in which Rubens splendid genius reached its highest point, that the young eyes fasten
themselves most intently. Round this picture their dreams have centred from early childhood; they seem to
have known every line by heart; and yet the old vision shines here in new glory, transfigured by the direct touch
of genius. The intensely pathetic and natural droop of the Sacred Dead; the deep sorrow and loving tenderness
shown/in the faces and movements of those who are taking Him down, or kneeling beneath the cross to receive
its Burden--all bring home the awful scene with startling reality. The boys wonder how some of the G spectators
can comment so loudly. The voices jar on them. It s like the old picture at home, and yet quite diHerent,
somehow, whispers Peter at length. Yes. Oh, Peter, I hadn t dreamt of anything so wonderful! It makes me feel It
is the rising of tears that the boy feels; they choke further expression, and bring a quivering rainbow between
him and the figure...
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