
UWSCW01Z8H / Closing the Quality Gap: A Critical Analysis of Quality Improvement Strategies: Volume... « PDF

Closing the Quality Gap: A
Critical Analysis of Quality
Improvement Strategies:
Volume 6 - Prevention of
Healthcare-Associated
Infections: Evidence
ReportTechnology Assessment
Number 9

By U. S. Department of Health and Human Services

Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is
printed on demand. Paperback. 172 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in.
x 8.5in. x 0.4in.Healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) are
considered to be the greatest risk patients face in the hospital
environment. HAIs can occur in any patient care setting, but
infections in hospitalized patients account for the vast majority
of HAIs. Hospitalized patients are additionally susceptible to
experiencing serious consequences of HAIs due to comorbid
illnesses. According to estimates from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), up to two million patients
(nearly one in 20 hospitalized patients) experience a
healthcare-associated infection every year in the U. S. , leading
to approximately 88, 000 deaths and 4. 5 billion in extra costs
per year. Moreover, the incidence of HAIs appears to have
increased over the last three decades, despite the fact that the
majority of HAIs are thought to be preventable. Efforts to
monitor and prevent HAIs have existed for decades. These
efforts have followed the public health methodology of
surveillance and prevention. The effectiveness of such methods
was provided by the Study of the Effectiveness of Nosocomial
Infection Control study, which demonstrated that hospitals
with structured infection control programs achieved sustained
reductions in HAI...
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