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Broadway Books, 2010. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: FromPublishers Weekly(Starred) Maloney's debut chronicles her son, Sammy, and the illness
that, almost overnight, transformed him from a sunny, bright boy (described by one teacher as "the purest
math mind the school had ever seen") into an antisocial stranger "so dominated by obsessions, compulsions,
and rules that daily life becomes impossible." Sammy's descent into mental illness was diagnosed as severe
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, Tourette's and a number of other ailments, all promising a lifetime of disability;
it wasn't until a family acquaintance, whose son exhibited the same symptoms for 10 years, urged Maloney to
have Sammy tested for Strep that they learned his condition was treatable. Describing herself as "part
courtroom lawyer and part detective," attorney Maloney perseveres with ferocity and sharp storytelling
instincts, making this medical mystery-meant to inform families dealing with mental illness-a tear-wrenching
crowd-pleaser. FromBooklist At 12, Maloney's son Sammy won math awards but exhibited bizarre symptoms.
The newly divorced mother's concerns grew as Sammy started hopping and spinning instead of walking and
repeatedly resorted to uncontrollable headbanging. His disintegration, diagnosed without any thought about
causation as sudden onset obsessive-compulsive disorder, included verbal tics, house-long crying jags, and
sporadic refusals to eat. Linking infection to "mental" illness, as strep antibodies are linked to the neurological
Tourette's syndrom, has been rejected by many doctors since the rise of psychoanalysis, but Maloney insisted
Sammy be tested for strep titers when he became unable to attend school and to walk. He was diagnosed with
pediatric neuropsychiatric disorders associated with streptococcal infections, caused by strep antibodes
attacking the basal ganglia controlling behavior. Antibiotics ended two torturous years for the family, and
Sammy'sragains came as rapidly as the symptoms had overtaken him. This stirring account...
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