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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: . . . to law and proportion, there is also beauty, though want of custom may oFen
make his law seem license to his readers. A considerable step has been taken towards the recognition ol this
element, as a regular part of English metre, in. the omission, from the pages of our poets, of the comma
indicative of an elision which does not really exist. This little digression may be concluded with Fosters remark,
made at a time when the mark of elision was always used, that the anapaest is common in every place (of
English iambic verse), and it would appear much oFener, with propriety and grace, if abbreviations were more
avoided. This tynkerly verse, which we call rhyme, includes, then, all the forms of the tetrameter, the major
accents of which could not be expressed to an English ear by any other means, except alliteration, which is a
sort of rhyme. I need not inquire into any of the minor and better recognised functions of rhyme in order to
secure the students respect for it. Campion has given examples of eight kinds of blank verseand with the
dogmatism for which his interesting essay is remarkable, he asserts that these are the only kinds of which the
language is capable; but it would not be diIicult to double that number, reckoning blank staves or strophes as
he does. That which limits the number of such measures is the necessity that the lines should be always
catalectic, since, in...
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