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Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group Inc, United States, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint.
198 x 132 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. People who take God seriously will not remain silent about
their faith. They will oAen disagree about doctrine or policy, but they won t be quiet. They can t be. They ll act
on what they believe, sometimes at the cost of their reputations and careers. Obviously the common good
demands a respect for other people with diCerent beliefs and a willingness to compromise whenever possible.
But for Catholics, the common good can never mean muting themselves in public debate on foundational
issues of human dignity. Christian faith is always personal but never private. This is why any notion of tolerance
that tries to reduce faith to private idiosyncrasy, or a set of opinions that we can indulge at home but need to
be quiet about in public, will always fail. --From the Introduction Few topics in recent years have ignited as
much public debate as the balance between religion and politics. Does religious thought have any place in
political discourse? Do religious believers have the right to turn their values into political action? What does it
truly mean to have a separation of church and state? The very heart of these important questions is here
addressed by one of the leading voices on the topic, Charles J. Chaput, Archbishop of Philadelphia. While
American society has ample room for believers and nonbelievers alike, Chaput argues, our public life must be
considered within the context of its Christian roots. American democracy does not ask its citizens to put aside
their deeply held moral and religious beliefs for the sake of public policy. In fact, it requires exactly the opposite.
As the nation s founders knew very well,...
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