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Excerpt: . young man of sound sense, strong political
convictions, patient observation, inherent tact and skill, and
most charming as well as brilliant manners. In 183? he took his
seat in the Senate of the United States--the youngest member
of that body. Calhoun, Webster, Clay, Benton, Silas Wright,
Woodbury, Buchanan, Walker, and Linn were members. It was
the commencement of the presidency of Mr. Van Buren. In this
highest field of political labor he pursued substantially the
same course as in the Lower House. The youngest member, he
did not attempt distinction by open controversy or competition
with these great figures to whom alone the country looked,
and upon whose wisdom its hopes were hung. He made
himself, however, a diligent member of the various committees
to which he was appointed, and soon obtained an enviable
reputation for a thorough mastery of every subject assigned...
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