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illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: . . . being checked in Devon and Cornwall many fled from those parts to Bridgewater,
and there endeavoured to renew the struggle, but found their efforts speedily stopped. Enquiries seem to have
been made, perhaps privately, as to this unyversall dearthe of vytells and a report is preserved naming three
chief causes. 1st. The lack of breading and rearyng of cattell and poultrie ware; for it is not possible to have that
good cheape, that is not. Secondly, Regrating; when most part of vytells be gathered into few mens hands, who
may defer to sell but when they see the most profit. Thirdly, the Kynges provisions; when vytels is taken from the
poore people that be the breaders, against their will, and have neither ready money for their wares nor yet so
much as it is worth. Which discourageth the people to breade and causeth the prices of all things, because there
is not plenty of them, to be increased, f J To remedy this excessyve pryce, directions were issued to the Justices,
to take means to have the markets well supplied. They were to view and trie out, what quantity and sorts of
grain very person had, and to order all that could be spared to be sent to market by weekly portions, under the
heavy penalty of 10, or three months imprisonment. The names of all farmers, with the quantities expected
weekly from each, were to be returned to the clerk of every market,...
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