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early literature in the Ohio Valley has grown out of the writer s interest in the general problems of local
literature. It follows, and is in part a development of, an earlier study of West Virginia Literature, written as a
thesis for the degree of Master of Arts at West Virginia University in 1913. The interest shown by many readers in
the earlier work has been a great encouragement to the writer to make further investigations in the same field.
To one who heard in childhood at some Ohio Valley fireside these old stories of pioneer and Indian days, and
who later laboriously spelled through the hair-raising accounts of Doddridge and Withers, there is a perennial
appeal in the story of our pioneers - their ideas and accomplishments and all their manner of life. In reading
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general view of the development of American literature. During the preparation of the present study the writer
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