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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Biographical Sketches of the Leading Men of
Chicago Art is long, but Life is short, is a proverb which, in its Latin form, Ars longa, vita brevis, has been
handed down through the ages and passed from lip to lip by savans and students. But it was reserved to the
men of the present century to exhibit a living faith in the apothegm, by crowding into the experience of a
decade the activities of a patriarchal term of existence. Man lived, and learned, and labored in former days,
and improvements in his condition were effected, but the processes were slow; human elevation was wrought
out like the toilsome accretions of the coral reef, whose crest is reared up from the ocean valley only by the
scarcely sensible additions of untold centuries, by myriads of laborers, whose work was but the construction of
their own tomb. We of the present day can compare with them but by contrast. The progress of the past fifty
years has been rather that of the force which upheaves an island in a day, or builds a palace in a night. Within
that short period several peoples have been raised to the condition of freemen, the yoke of bondage has been
stricken from the necks of a race, the mirror of science burnished up from a few bright spots on its surface,
education has become popularized, a continent settled, and steam made useful; the iron horse, unfoaled at the
commencement of that cycle, is now pawing his way through every land, and neighing his triumph from the
tops of the Rocky Mountains, while the electric spark has flashed intelligence into every...
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