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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Contents of Joel s Tunes I. Blues Il. Bop Ill. Ballads IV. Salon V. 2-Beat VI.
Straight 8ths * * * * INTRODUCTION Welcome to an approximate one-fortieth of my compositional output. I m
tempted to picture you. | won t try; but | wish you every success in making these tunes your own! As a melodist
and a partisan of melodic composition, | tried to choose pieces which tend to announce themselves, that leave
neither the player nor the listener in any doubt as to their form or their progress. (I also chose from among the
least messy of the lot.) If heard chronologically, a picture might be developed of my 40 years in New York.but |
doubt it: | ve always maintained the practice of jotting down the first stirrings of a melody, the moment it
crosses my mind, then working out its implications at the keyboard; and | ve always composed,
indiscriminately, out of the six categories suggested here. But it is true that music from my early years in New
York will be under-represented in this selection. Those were days when---driving a truck, painting an apartment,
or doing the laundry of an animal hospital---1 felt myself a Charles lves manque and my composition rivaled my
model s in austerity if in no other way. But then | started getting gigs and | found myself writing music for these
gigs. And when | found my mates ( mine own wild kind as Pound put it), | wrote music for them and me to play
together. Bassist David Hofstra freed my left hand for less-cluttered ensemble music. Drummer Denis Charles
gave me so much of his...
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