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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Jensen s brilliant and unique story of
Gradiva has not only literary merit of very high order, but may be said to open up a new field for romance. It is
the story of a young archaeologist who suCered a very characteristic mental disturbance and was gradually
but eCectively cured by a kind of native psychotherapeutic instinct, which probably inheres in all of us, but
which in this case was found in the girl he formerly loved but had forgotten, and who restored at the same time
his health and his old aCection for her. Perhaps the most extraordinary thing about the work is that the author
knew nothing of psychotherapy as such, but wrought his way through the labyrinth of mechanisms that he in a
sense rediscovered and set to work, so that it needed only the application of technical terms to make this
romance at the same time a pretty good key to the whole domain of psychoanalysis. In a sense it is a dream-
story, but no single dream ever began to be so true to the typical nature of dreams; it is a clinical picture, but I
can think of no clinical picture that had its natural human interest so enhanced by a moving romance. Gradiva
might be an introduction to psychoanalysis, and is better than anything else we can think of to popularize it. It
might be added that while this romance has been more thoroughly analysed than any other, and that by Freud
himself, it is really only one of many which in the literature of the subject have been used to show forth the
mysterious ways of the unconscious....
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